
PALO  ALTO  CO UNTY, IA
  Inform ation based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farm s
  Num ber 787 841 934
  Acreage 327,733 338,730 343,857
  Average size (acres) 416 403 368
  M edian size (acres) 320 N N

Estim ated m arket value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 790,686 548,521 377,878
   M achinery/equip (dollars) 91,209 77,418 63,390

Cropland (acres)
  Total 305,714 318,023 321,339
  Harvested 289,010 288,764 251,951
  Irrigated 4,185 3,962 4,713

Agricultural products sold - m arket value
  ($1,000) 155,767 107,772 91,667
  (dollars avg. per farm ) 197,925 128,148 98,145

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 61,952 38,082 25,571

Livestock inventory (num ber)
  Cattle and calves 18,843 21,187 18,879
  Beef cows 2,994 4,177 3,178
  M ilk cows 362 383 690
  Hogs and pigs 199,116 141,233 113,704
  Sheep and lam bs 3,843 4,037 4,277
  Layers 13 wks or/older D 566 61,425
  Broilers and chicken (sold) 2,106 D D

Harvested com m odities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 145,977 154,748 118,241
  Corn, silage or green chop 2,006 1,132 1,024
  Sorghum , grain or seed N N N
  W heat 0 D D
  Barley N N N
  O ats 1,051 1,752 3,157
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 138,121 129,639 126,240
  Dry edible beans, excl lim as N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 3,468 3,949 5,134

Vegetables
  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

O rchards



  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant am ount.
  D-W ithheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farm s.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


